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Sen D'Amato’s bombshell charge:

By NILES LATHEM
Bureau Chief
WASHINGTON  —
New York Sen. Al-
fonse D'Amato ac--
cused CIA Director
william Casey yes-
terday of covering up
the Soviet-Bulgarian .
connection of the plot

to kill the Pope. "

In a telephone interview
with The Post upou his re-
turn from Rome, D’Amato
revealed that Italian au-
thorities told him they
were “shocked” by the
way the CIA was trying to
“cbstruct and deflect” the
investigation of the Pul-
garian connection %0 the
a:sansination atempt.

*I was told that the CIA |
is using - disinforraation
and &ll sorts of other tac- |

tica to divert, dizsuade

-

and actually biock this 1n'

_vestigation,” he saild.

Asked if he was suggest-
ing that Casey himself 18
involved in & coverup,
D'Amato said “Yea.”

D'Amato also sald U.8.
Embassy officlals In
Rome did everything

they cmﬂdb to prevent:
him from investigating,

. the matter himself.

He said U.S.-Ambassa-

' dor Max Raab sent him_

& telegram before he left

i saying “Don’t Come.” ...

. staffer on the Senate Intel- |
- ligence Cornmittee was

.D’Amato also sald a

prevented from going

" with him on the trip be-

1

cause of CIA pressure. .
“And while I was there X

-had to scratch, stumble

.

F

and fight for everything.” .
He, sald he would com--
_plain _ personally . to

ey

President Reagan and :
National BSecurity Ad-
“yiser Wiliam - Clark
_ avoul his findings. ‘ .
+ “t's very suspicious. It ,
‘smells of & covervp.” -

. D'Amato’s statement
i comes one Cay ‘atter it
\.was revealed that Presi-

'dent Reagan himsel !
called Casey on the car-:
pet for the CIA's mishan-

dling of the case.

But cther sources said
the CIA made.the deci- -

sion to stymie the probe
in Casey's absence.

S

;. The CIA's Genercal
Counsel Stanley Sporkin.
reportedly told Euro-

. pean field agents to drop

‘ the matter after he

- checked with officials at

" .the State Dept.

, Many officials at the
"' State Dept. are anticipat-
“ fng a summit meeting
_between Reagan and
*‘Soviet strongman Yuri
Andropov — the ex-KGB

.;:hief suspected of being |

the mastermind of the
plot — and do not want
to antagonize him with a
.- strong pursult of the as-
. sassination attempt.
{ But DAmato said he

{ was told by Itallan offi-;
" clals there is alrong evi-:

¢ dence of Girect links be-
# tween the Soviet-con-.
" trolled Bulgarian Secret
. Service and the plot to kill
.. the Pope, despite CIA
. claims that Turidsh gun-
{man Mehmet All Agca

was insane or lied to coop-

" erate with Ralian pollce.
He revealed there is™

other evidence that the

Bulgarians are using Ital-

. ian agents in a plot to dis-
credit Lech  Walesa,
. leader of the banned Soli-
darity Union in Poland,
" and that the Bulgarians

are masterminding &

STAT

. huge gun-unning  and

heroin-smuggling opera-
tion involving the Sicilian
Mafia and Turkish busi-
n en -
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